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Ms. Linda Saunders 
Superintendent, Horton Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
P. 0. Box 31 
Horton, Kansas 66439 

Dear Ms. Saunders: 

We have received the results of the election held on July 20, 1990, by the 
qualified voters of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and 

Nebraska. The election was called in accordance with an order issued on 

April 12, 1990, by the Acting Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - Indian 

Affairs (Tribal Services) which permitted the qualified voters of the Sac and 
Fox Nation to vote on the adoption or rejection of a proposed constitution. 

As evidenced by the completed Certificate of Results of Election, the 
Constitution of the Sac and Fox Nation was duly adopted by a vote of 19 for 
and 7 against in an election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of the 
39 members registered and entitled to vote cast their ballots. 

The constitution of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska 
is hereby approved pursuant to the authority granted to the Secretary of the 
Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934 (49 Stat. 984), as amended, and 

delegated to me by 230 D.M. 2.4. Please deliver the enclosed original 

document to the tribe. 

Sincerely, 


n 



Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - 
Irdian Affairs (Tribal Services) 

Enclosure 


CONSTITUTION OF THE SAC AND FOX NATION 
OF MISSOURI IN KANSAS AND' NEBRASKA 


PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri, henceforth to be known as 
the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska, in order to promote 
knowledge, the general welfare, provide public peace and safety, establish 
justice, and secure to ourselves and to our descendents our Sac and Fox 
heritage and inherent right to self-government, as well as any rights or 
powers which may be granted to an organized Indian Tribe pursuant to the 
Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), do hereby 
ordain and establish this Constitution of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri 
in Kansas and Nebraska, which shall supercede the constitutions approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior on March 2, 1937, as amended and approved by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on November 22, 1982. 

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri shall extend to the 
territory within the confines of the Sac and Fox Reservation located in the 
States of Kansas and Nebraska and to such other lands as may be hereafter 
added thereto. 

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1 - The membership of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri shall 

consist of the following persons; Provided, they have not received land or 

money by virtue of being enrolled as members of another Tribe: 

a) All living persons whose names appear on the official membership 
roll of the Nation as of December 31, 1975. 

b) All persons of at least one-eighth (1/8) degree Indian blood born 

since November 23, 1935, to any member of the Sac and Fox Nation of 
Missouri whose name appears on the base roll dated January 1, 1940; 

and who are approved by the Tribal Council. 

SECTION 2 - The Tribal Council shall have the power to make ordinances, 

subject to the review of the Secretary of the Interior, covering future 

membership, including adoption of new members, loss of membership and 
procedures for appeals on enrollment decisions. 

ARTICLE III - BILL OF RIGHTS 

The Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri shall not: 

Make or enforce any law prohibiting the free exercise of religion, or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble or to petition for a redress of grievances. 
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2 • Violate the right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects against unreasonable search and seizures, nor issue 
warrants, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or thing 
to be seized, 

3. Subject any person for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy, 

4. Compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. 

5. Take any private property for a public use without just compensation. 

6. Deny to any person in a criminal proceeding the right to a speedy and 

public trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and at his own expense to 
have the assistance of counsel for defense. 

7. Require excessive bail, impose excessive fines, or inflict cruel and 
unusual punishments, and in no event impose for conviction of any one 
offense any penalty or punishment greater than imprisonment for a term of 
one year or a fine of $5,000, or both. 

8. Deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its 

laws or deprive any person of liberty or property without due process of 
law. 

9. Pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law. 

10. Deny to any person accused of any offense punishable by imprisonment the 

right, upon request, to a trial by jury of not less than six (6) persons. 

ARTICLE IV - GOVERNING BODY 

The ultimate power of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri shall be the General 
Council. The membership of the General Council shall be the members of the 
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri, eighteen . (.18) years of age and older. 

SECTION 1 - The governing body of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri shall be 
the Tribal Council which shall be composed of five (5) adult members of the 
Nation. The Tribal Council members shall be elected to staggered terms. 

SECTION 2 - In order to provide for staggered terms of office, in the first 
regular election under this Constitution, the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and 
Council Member shall be elected to a four (4) year term of office, and the 
Secretary and the Treasurer shall be elected to a two (2) year term of 
office. Thereafter, each member of the Tribal Council shall be elected to a 

four (4) year term of office, and shall serve until his successor shall be 
duly elected or appointed and installed in office. 
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SECTION 3 - The Tribal Council shall be elected at a General Council meeting 
by the eligible voting members of the Nation present at the General Council 
meeting. Secret balloting shall be the method of voting. Unanimous consent 

by secret ballot would be the only basis on which voting by show of hands 
would be permitted. Absentee voting shall not be permitted. 

SECTION 4 — Any enrolled member of the Tfibe# twenty— one (21) years of age or 
older, shall be eligible as a candidate for the office of Tribal Councilman. 
No member convicted of a felony shall be eligible as a candidate until at 
least five (5) years have passed following the completion of penalty for such 
conviction. 

SECTION 5 - The incumbent officers shall serve until the first election is 
held at the first annual meeting following approval of this Constitution, at 
such time the staggered terms of the elected Tribal Council shall begin. 

ARTICLE V - POWERS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

SECTION 1 - Enumerated Powers: The Tribal Council of the Sac and Fox Nation 

of Missouri shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations 
imposed by Federal law: 

a) To negotiate with Federal, State, and Local Governments and to otherwise 
act on behalf of the Nation in accordance with the provisions of this 
Constitution; 

b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, subject to the 
Secretary T s approval so long as required by Federal law; 

c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of Tribal lands, 

interest in land. Tribal funds or other Tribal assets; 

d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 
estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Sac and Fox Nation 
of Missouri prior to the submission of such estimates to the Office of 
Management and Budget and to Congress; 

e) To make and enforce ordinances, providing for the manner of holding and 

revoking assignments of Tribal land or interests therein, and to make 
leases of Tribal land in accordance with applicable laws; 

f) To provide for the levying of taxes and the appropriation of available 

tribal funds for public purposes of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri; 

g) To regulate the procedure of the Council itself, other Tribal agencies. 

Tribal meetings and elections; 
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h) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to 

delegate to such organizations, or to any subordinate boards, committees 
or officials of the Nation, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the 
right to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated power; 

i) The Tribal Council may enact ordinances and codes to protect the peace, 
safety, health, and general welfare of the members of the Sac and Fox 
Nation of Missouri and to govern the administration of justice through 
the Tribal Courts, Should it become necessary to establish a Tribal 
Court, it shall be empowered to decide all internal, civil disputes and, 
as lawful, criminal matters; Provided, That the concept of separation of 
executive and judicial powers is maintained. Such decision to establish 
a Tribal Court shall be with the General Council in a referendum 
election; 

j) The Tribal Council has in place an ordinance setting forth procedures for 
the conduct of the several Tribal elections. In line with the terms of 
this Constitution, such ordinance includes provisions for secret 
balloting; an objective election committee; the format to be used for 
petitions; a procedure for their submission and determining their 
validity. Further, the election ordinance provides for the handling of 
election disputes. 

SECTION 2 - Future Powers: The Tribal Council may exercise such further 

powers as may in the future be delegated to the Tribal Council by the General 
Council through an appropriate amendment pursuant to Article XII of this 
Constitution. 

SECTION 3 - Reserved Powers: Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the 

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri, but not expressly referred to in this 
Constitution, shall not be abridged by this Article, but may be exercised by 
the Nation through the adoption of appropriate amendments to this 

Constitution. 

ARTICLE VI - RECALL, VACANCIES, AND REMOVAL 

SECTION 1 - Recall: Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty (50) 

of the qualified voters of the Nation asking for this recall, the Tribal 
Council shall call a meeting of the Nation to vote on whether or not a 
Councilman shall be recalled. The Councilman shall be given full opportunity 
to appeal to the electorate and speak in his own behalf before such vote is 
taken. If such Councilman is recalled, the Nation shall proceed at that 
meeting to elect a qualified member to fill the unexpired term. 

a) Normally, issues decided in General or Tribal Council meetings are 

decided by the counting of raised hands, unless it is decided, by popular 
vote, that written, secret balloting is desirable at which time ballots 
shall be provided. However, the vote on the question of recall shall be 
determined by secret balloting. 
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SECTION 2 - Removal; The Tribal Council may, by an affirmative vote of at 
least three (3) of its members* remove a Councilman for neglect of duty or 
misconduct in office* after giving such Councilman fifteen (15) days notice of 
the charges against him and provide an opportunity to present his defense to 
the Grievance Committee. However* the failure of a Tribal Officer or Tribal 
Councilman to attend three (3) duly called meetings of the Tribal Council in 
succession without notification to the Chairman or Secretary prior to the 
meeting and receiving an excused absence shall effect an automatic forfeiture 
of office; Provided* That prior to the automatic forfeiture* such officer or 


Councilman 

consecutive 

shall have 
meetings . 

been notified in 

writing of 

each of 

the 

three (3) 

SECTION 3 - 

Vacancies : 

Vacancies in 

the Tribal 

Council 

by 

removal * 

forfeiture* 

death* or 

resignation shall 

be filled by 

the Tribal Council by 


appointing a member of the Tribe who meets the qualifications of a candidate 
to serve the remainder of the unexpired term. In the event there is not a 
quorum of the Tribal Council (at least 3 members)* due to refusal to attend 
meetings or by removal action* the remaining members of the Tribal Council 
shall call an election of the General Council to elect a qualified tribal 
member to fill each vacancy. 

If the Tribal Council fills the vacancy by appointment* the remaining Tribal 
Council members shall determine whether the vacant office is to be filled by 
one (1) of the remaining Councilmen or by another qualified member of the 
Nation. If another Councilman fills the vacancy, the resulting vacancy shall 
be filled by appointment by the Tribal Council in order to maintain the five 
(5) member Tribal Council. 

ARTICLE VII - GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

SECTION 1 - The Tribal Council shall nominate four (4) tribal members to 
serve on the Grievance Committee to the General Council which shall then elect 
three (3) members to the Grievance Committee. The nominee receiving the 
highest number of votes shall be designated the Chairman; the nominee 
receiving the next highest number of votes shall be designated the Secretary. 
These officers are hereby authorized to perform those duties consistent with 
their offices. The Grievance Committee is hereby empowered to settle all 
disputes except as jurisdiction may be granted to a Court established under 
Article V* Section l(i) of this Constitution concerning procedures and issues 
of fact arising under this Constitution* except recall matters* in accordance 
with its provisions* pertinent ordinances, enactments and resolutions. 
Decisions of the Grievance Committee shall be final for the Nation and be made 
by majority vote. The Grievance Committee shall adopt appropriate rules and 
procedures necessary to assure tribal members adequate notice, the right to a 
hearing and representation* and the right to present evidence and to hear 
evidence against him or her. 
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SECTION 2 - Members of the Grievance Committee shall be independent of the 
Tribal Council and not sign any petitions' ^for initiatives, referendums, 
recall, or calling of meetings. Members of the Committee may only be removed 
through the recall procedures of Article VI, Section 1; such vacancies shall 
be filled as provided therein. Other vacancies shall be filled by special 
election. Members of the Tribal Council or other tribal boards or committees 
and their immediate families shall not serve on the Grievance Committee. 

SECTION 3 - Appeals shall be made to the Grievance Committee within 10 days 
of the action or decision being appealed from. Appeals shall be made in 
writing, addressed to the Chairman of the Grievance Committee, and be 
delivered to the Tribal Office. The appeal must state the name and address of 
the appellant, the decision being appealed, the reasons for appeal, and such 
evidence or documentation as the appellant deems necessary to his case. 

Within five (5) days of receipt, the Grievance Committee, with the assistance 
of the Tribal office staff, shall set a hearing date no earlier than ten (10) 
days nor later than twenty (20) days from the date of notice by the Grievance 
Committee and give written notice to all interested parties. 

Copies of the appeal and supporting documents shall be provided the persons 
who took part in the decision subject to appeal. 

ARTICLE VIII - INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM 

SECTION 1 - Initiative: Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty 
(50) of the Tribe’s qualified voters, it shall be the duty of the Chairman to 
call and conduct, within thirty (30) days, a special meeting of the General 
Council for the purpose of presenting to the voters for their determination 
any issue or question, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution. The 
issue or question shall appear in its entirety on each page of the petition in 
order to be valid. If the Chairman refuses to call such a meeting, the other 
members of the Tribal Council in descending rank shall be empowered to do so. 
If no member of the Tribal Council will call such a meeting, the initiator of 
the petition shall be empowered to do so. The decision of the majority of 
those voting shall be binding on the Tribal Council, Provided, That at least 
fifty (50) members of the qualified voters attend the meeting. Once a 
petition concerning any issue or question has been submitted to a vote of the 
Tribal members and is rejected, that same issue or question shall not again be 
considered for such action for at least six (6) months. 

The initiative election shall be decided by secret balloting. Unanimous 
consent by secret ballot would be the only basis on which voting by show of 
hands would be permitted. In the event that all members of the Tribal Council 
refuse to call the initiative election and the initiator of the petition calls 
the General Council meeting to deal with the initiative election, the 
provisions of Article X, Section 2 shall not apply. 
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SECTION 2 - Referendum: A referendum election is one where the Tribal 
Council decides to place a matter before the voters for their determination. 
A referendum election can occur in one of two ways. The Tribal Council may 
decide to submit a matter before the General Council by calling a special 
tribal meeting or by designating an election on the matter at the next annual 
meeting of the General Council; or the Tribal Council may wish to submit a 
matter to the General Council membership during any meeting of the General 
Council, without any prior notice or designation. It shall take the 
affirmative vote of three (3) members of the Tribal Council to call any 
referendum election. 

The issue or question of any referendum election shall be decided by secret 
balloting. Unanimous consent by secret ballot would be the only basis on 
which voting by show of hands would be permitted. The decision of the 
majority of those voting shall be binding on the Tribal Council. 

ARTICLE IX - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

SECTION 1 - The Chairman of the Tribal Council shall presid e over all 
meetings of the Tribal Council and General Council, shall perform the usual 
duties of Chairman, and exercise any authority delegated to the Chairman by 
the Tribal Council. 

SECTION 2 - The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman when called upon to 
do so, and shall preside in the absence of the Chairman. When so presiding 
the Vice-Chairman shall have all the rights, privileges and duties as well as 
the responsibilities of the Chairman. 

SECTION 3 - The Secretary of the Tribal Council shall process all Tribal 
correspondence and shall keep an accurate record of all matters transacted at 
Council meetings. 

SECTION 4 - The Treasurer of the Tribal Council shall accept, receipt for, 
preserve and safeguard all funds in the custody of the Tribal Council. The 
Treasurer shall deposit all funds in such depository as the Tribal Council 
shall direct and shall make and preserve a faithful record of such funds and 
shall report on all receipts and expenditures and the amount and nature of all 
funds in his or her possession and custody, at such times as requested by the 
Tribal Council. The Treasurer shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any 
funds in his or her possession or custody, except in accordance with an action 
duly passed by the Tribal Council. The Treasurer shall be required to give a 
bond satisfactory to the Tribal Council when in the opinion of the said 
Council there are sufficient funds in the Tribal Council treasury to make such 
bonding advisable. An audit of the Tribal accounts and records may be made 
upon the request of the Tribal Council or upon receipt of a valid petition 
signed by fifty (50) members of the General Council. 
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SECTION 5 - Each Tribal Official shall, at the expiration of his/her term of 
office, surrender to his/her successor all records, reports, correspondence 
and monies pertaining to the Nation. 

ARTICLE X - MEETINGS AND QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS 

SECTION 1 — The Tribal Council shall ho-ld meetings at such time and place as 
appropriately noticed by the Chairman, Provided, That each member of the 
Tribal Council shall be notified of each meeting. In the event the Chairman 
is unable, or refuses to call meetings of the Tribal Council, such meeting may 
be called by any of the four (4) members of the Tribal Council. In that 
event, the highest ranking of those four (4) Council members shall chair the 
meeting. 

SECTION 2 - There shall be at least three (3) members of the Tribal Council 
present at all meetings, including General Council meetings, in order to 
conduct business as a Nation. 

SECTION 3 - A General Council meeting shall be held the second (2nd) Saturday 
of August of each year upon a thirty (30) day notice. In the event it is not 
possible to hold the Annual Meeting on that date, the meeting may be 
postponed; Provided, That it is held within forty (40) days thereafter 
following a thirty (30) day notice. 

SECTION 4 ~ Regular business may be conducted at the duly called Annual 
General Council meeting with the quorum requirement being ten percent (10%) of 
the eligible voters members being present at the General Council meeting. The 
provisions of Section 2 of this Article shall apply to meetings of the General 
Council. The election of officers shall be subject to the eligible voting 
members of the Nation. 

SECTION 5 - Any member of the Nation shall be qualified to vote. Provided, 
That the member is eighteen (18) years of age or older on the date a vote is 
to be taken. 

SECTION 6 - The Tribal Council shall determine the voting procedures to be 
used in Tribal elections, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution. 

ARTICLE XI - SAVINGS/ SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 

All resolutions and ordinances currently in force shall, insofar as they are 
not inconsistent with this Constitution, remain in full force and effect until 
such time as they may be changed by the appropriate Tribal authority. 

If any provisions of this Constitution shall, in the future, be declared 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalid provisions shall be 
severed and the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 
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ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS 


This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified voters of 
the Nation voting in an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of 
the Interior and conducted pursuant to Federal regulations; Provided, That at 
least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such 
election; but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior. It shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any proposed amendment upon 
receipt of a request from the Tribal Council or a petition signed by at least 
one-fourth (1/4) of the qualified voters of the Nation. 

ARTICLE XIII - ADOPTION 

This Constitution, when adopted by a majority vote of the qualified voters of 
the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri voting in an election called for that 
purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, and conducted pursuant to Federal 
regulations. Provided, That at least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to 
vote cast ballots in that election, shall become effective when approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an order issued by Ronal Eden, Acting , Deputy to the Assistant 
Secretary - Indian Affairs (Tribal Services), on April 12, 1990 , the 

Constitution of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska, was 
submitted to the qualified voters of the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in 

Kansas and Nebraska, and on July 20, 1990 , was duly 

adopted/rejected by a vote of 19 for, and 7 against, and 0 

(number) cast ballots found separated or mutilated, in an election in which at 
least thirty percent (30%) of the 39 (number) entitled to vote cast their 
ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 
18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended. 


( 



Chairman, Election Board 



-UAf C~~-X . 

on Board Member 



Election Board Member 




Date: July 26, 1990 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 


I, Ronal Eden , Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

(Tribal Services) , by virtue of the authority granted to the Secretary of the 
Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat.. 984) as amended, and 
delegated to me by 230 D.M. 2.4, do hereby approve the Constitution of the 
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska, Provid e d, That nothing 
contained in this approval shall be construed as authorizing any action under 
the constitution that would be contrary to Federal law. 


/ 


(■ 


\£y 



Deputy to the Assistant Secretary 
Indian Affairs (Tribal Services) 


Washington, D. C. 
Date: 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245 

in reply refer to: 

Tribal Government Services 

Through: Anadarko Area Director 

Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 SEP 1 5 1980 

Mr. Donald E. Loudner 
Superintendent, Horton Agency 

Dear Mr. Loudner: 

Your August 28 memorandum transmitted to us the results of the election held on 
August 22 involving the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska. The 
election was called in accordance with a May 15 authorization which permitted the 
qualified voters of the tribe to vote on the adoption or rejection of a proposed 
constitution. 



Erroneously, the authorization memorandum approved the proposed constitution in 
advance of the election. However, corrective measures were taken as a result of 
telephone discussions with staff members in the Area Office. Accordingly, the proposal is 
now before us for approval. 

As evidenced by the Certificate of Results of Election, signed by the election board 
members, I consider the proposed constitution duly adopted by the voters. The 
Constitution of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska is hereby 
approved pursuant to the authority delegated to me by 230 D.M. 1.1 and returned for 
delivery to the tribe. Nothing in my approval of this constitution shall be construed as 
authorizing any action that would be contrary to Federal Law. 

Sincerely, 



Enclosures 



CONSTITUTION OF THE SAC AND FOX 
TRIBE OF MISSOURI IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 

PREAMBLE 


We, the people of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri, in order to promote knowledge 
among the members of the tribe of the Federal Law under which it is governed, of 
its status thereunder, and to facilitate matters for the tribe, individually, and as a 
whole, in transacting its affairs on a practical basis with the Government of the 
United States, do hereby establish this Constitution. This Constitution, when duly 
adopted and approved, shall supersede the Constitution and Bylaws approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior on March 2, 1937, and its amendments. 


ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Sac and Fox Tribe shall extend to the territory within the 
confines of the Sac and Fox Reservation located in the States of Kansas and 
Nebraska as defined in the Treaty of March 6, 1861, and to such other lands as may 
be hereafter added thereto under any law of the United States. 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 . The membership of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri shall consist of the 
following; provided, they have not received land or money by virtue of being 
enrolled as members of another tribe: 

(a) All living persons whose names appear on the official membership roll 
of the tribe as of December 31, 1973. 

(b) All persons of at least one-fourth (l/<f) degree Indian blood born since 
November 23, 1933, to any member of the Sac and Fox Tribe of 
Missouri whose name appears on the base roll or any other approved 
membership roll who file an application for membership and who are 
approved by the Tribal Council. A e-tL yVrvvck ' V\ c.vVVcxt r v 

Sec. 2 . The Tribal Council shall have the power to make ordinances, subject to 
approval by the Secretary of the Interior, covering future membership and the 
adoption of new members. 


ARTICLE HI - GOVERNING BODY 

The ultimate power of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri shall be the General 
Council. The membership of the General Council shall be the members of the Sac 
and Fox Tribe of Missouri, eighteen ( 18 ) years of age and older. 


Section 1 . The governing body of the Sac and Fox Tribe shall be the Tribal Council 
which shall be composed of five (5) adult members of the tribe. The Tribal Council 
members shall be elected every two (2) years. They shall be elected at a General 
Council meeting by the members of the General Council who are present at the 
General Council meeting. The election shall be conducted without regard to 
quorum requirements by the counting of raised hands, unless the members of the 
General Council determine, by popular vote, that written, secret balloting is 
desirable. Absentee voting will not be permitted. 

Sec. 2 . Any enrolled member of the tribe, twenty-one (21) years of age or older, 
shall be eligible as a candidate for the office of tribal councilman. No member 
convicted of a felony shall be eligible as a candidate until at least five (5) years 
have passed following the completion of penalty for such conviction. 

Sec. 3 . The incumbent officers shall serve until the first election is held at the 
first annual meeting following approval of this Constitution, at such time the two 
(2) year terms of the elected Tribal Council shall begin. 

Sec. V . After the election of the councilmen, the newly constituted Tribal Council 
shall meet immediately and organize for business by electing from among its 
members a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, a Treasurer and one (1) 
council member; this listing is in descending rank. 


ARTICLE IV - RECALL, VACANCIES AND REMOVAL 

Section 1 . Recall. Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty (50) of the 
qualified voters of the tribe asking for his recall, the Tribal Council shall call a 
meeting of the tribe to vote on whether or not a councilman shall be recalled. The 
councilman shall be given full opportunity to appeal to the electorate and speak in 
his own behalf before such vote is taken. If such councilman is recalled, the tribe 
shall proceed at that meeting to elect a qualified member to fill the unexpired 
term. 

Normally, issues decided in General or Tribal Council meetings are decided by the 
counting of raised hands, unless it is decided, by popular vote, that written, secret 
balloting is desirable at which time ballots shall be provided. 

Sec. 2 . Removal. The Tribal Council may, by an affirmative vote of at least three 
(3) of its members, remove a councilman for neglect of duty or misconduct in 
office, after giving such councilman fifteen (15) days notice of the charges against 
him and provide an opportunity to present his defense. However, the failure of a 
tribal councilman to attend three (3) duly called meetings of the Tribal Council in 
succession without notifying the Chairman or Secretary prior to the meeting and 
receiving an excused absence shall effect an automatic forfeiture of office; 
provided, that prior to the automatic forfeiture, such councilman shall have been 
notified in writing of each of the three (3) consecutive meetings. 

Sec. 3 . Vacancies in the Tribal Council caused by removal, forfeiture, death or 
resignation shall be filled by the Tribal Council by appointing a member of the 
tribe who meets the qualifications of a candidate to serve the remainder of the 
unexpired term. The remaining Tribal Council members determine whether the 
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vacant office is to be filled by one (1) of the remaining councilman or by another 
qualified member of the tribe. If another councilman fills the vacancy, the 
resulting vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the Tribal Council in order to 
maintain the five (5) member Tribal Council. 


ARTICLE V - INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM 

Section 1 . Initiative . Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty (50) of the 
tribe's qualified voters, it shall be the duty of the Chairman to call and conduct, 
within thirty (30) days, a special meeting of the General Council for the purpose of 
presenting to the voters for their determination any issue or question, except as 
otherwise provided in this Constitution. The issue or question shall appear in its 
entirety on each page of the petition in order to be valid. If the Chairman refuses 
to call such a meeting, the other members of the Tribal Council in descending rank 
shall be empowered to do so. If no member of the Tribal Council will call such a 
meeting, the initiator of the petition shall be empowered to do so. The decision of 
the majority of those voting shall be binding on the Tribal Council, provided at 
least fifty (50) members of the qualified voters attend the meeting. Once a 
petition concerning any issue or question has been submitted to a vote of the tribal 
members and is rejected, that same issue or question shall not again be considered 
for such action for at least six (6) months. The initiative election will be decided 
by the counting of raised hands, unless the General Council members determine, by 
popular vote, that written secret balloting is desirable. 

In the event that all members of the Tribal Council refuse to call the initiative 
election and the initiator of the petition calls the General Council meeting to deal 
with the initiative election, the provisions of Article VIII, Sec. 2 do not apply. 

Sec. 2 . Referendum . A referendum election is one where the Tribal Council 
decides to place a matter before the voters for their determination. A referendum 
election can occur in one of two ways. The Tribal Council may decide to submit a 
matter before the General Council by calling a special tribal meeting or by 
designating an election on the matter at the next annual meeting of the General 
Council; or, the Tribal Council may wish to submit a matter to the General Council 
membership during any meeting of the General Council, without any prior notice or 
designation. It shall take the affirmative vote of three (3) members of the Tribal 
Council to call any referendum election. The decision of the majority of those 
voting shall be binding on the Tribal Council. The issue or question of any 
referendum election will be decided by the counting of raised hands, unless the 
members of the General Council determine, by popular vote, that written, secret 
balloting is desirable. 


ARTICLE VI - POWERS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Section 1 . Enumerated powers. The Tribal Council of the Sac and Fox Tribe shall 
exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations imposed by Federal Law. 

(a) To negotiate with Federal, State and Local Governments and to other- 
wise act on behalf of the tribe in accordance with the provisions of this 
Constitution; 
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(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal lands, 
interest in land, tribal funds or other tribal assets; 

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all appropriation 
estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the Sac and Fox Tribe 
prior to the submission of such estimates to the Office of Management 
and Budget and to Congress; 

(e) To make and enforce ordinances, which shall be subject to approval by 
the Secretary of the Interior, providing for the manner of making, 
holding, and revoking assignments of tribal land or interests therein and 
to make leases of tribal land in accordance with applicable laws; 

(f) To provide for the levying of taxes and the appropriation of available 
tribal funds for public purposes of the Sac and Fox Tribe; 

(g) To regulate the procedure of the Council itself, other tribal agencies, 
tribal meetings and elections; 

(h) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes and to 
delegate to such organizations, or to any subordinate boards, commit- 
tees or officials of the tribe, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the 
right to review any action taken by virtue of such delegated power; 

(i) Subject to approval by the Secretary of the Interior, or his authorized 
representative, the Tribal Council may enact ordinances and codes to 
protect the peace, safety, health, and general welfare of the members 
of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri and to govern the administration 
of justice through the tribal courts. Should it become necessary to 
establish a tribal court, it shall be empowered to decide all internal 
civil disputes; provided, the concept of separation of executive and 
judicial powers is maintained. Such decision to establish a tribal court 
shall be with the General Council in a referendum election. 

(j) The Tribal Council shall, within one (1) year following the effective 
date of this Constitution, enact an ordinance setting forth procedures 
for the conduct of the several tribal elections. In line with the terms of 
this Constitution, such ordinance shall include provisions for secret 
balloting; an objective election committee; the format to be used for 
petitions, a procedure for their submission and determining their 
validity. Further, the election ordinance shall provide for the handling 
of election disputes. 

Sec. 2 . Future powers. The Tribal Council may exercise such further powers as 
may in the future be delegated to the Tribal Council by the General Council 
through an appropriate amendment pursuant to Article IX of this Constitution or by 
the Secretary of the Interior or any other duly authorized official or agency of the 
Federal Government. 
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Sec. 3 . Reserved powers. Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Sac and 
Fox Tribe of Missouri, but not expressly referred to in this Constitution, shall not 
be abridged by this Article, but may be exercised by the Tribe through the adoption 
of appropriate amendments to this Constitution. 


ARTICLE VII - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 . The Chairman of the Tribal Council shall preside over all meetings of 
the Tribal Council and General Council, shall perform the usual duties of 
Chairman, and exercise any authority delegated to the Chairman by the Tribal 
Council. 

Sec. 2 . The Vice-Chairman of the Tribal Council shall assist the Chairman when 
called upon to do so, and shall preside in the absence of the Chairman. When so 
presiding the Vice-Chairman shall have all the rights, privileges and duties as well 
as the responsibilities of the Chairman. 

Sec, 3 . The Secretary of the Tribal Council shall process all tribal correspondence 
and shall keep an accurate record of all matters transacted at Council meetings. It 
shall be the duty of the Secretary to submit promptly to the local office of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, copies of all minutes of regular and special meetings of 
the Tribal and General Council. 

Sec. 4 . The Treasurer of the Tribal Council shall accept, receipt for, preserve and 
safeguard all funds in the custody of the Tribal Council. The Treasurer shall 
deposit all funds in such depository as the Tribal Council shall direct and shall 
make and preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall report on all receipts 
and expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in his or her possession and 
custody, at such times as requested by the Tribal Council. 

The Treasurer shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any funds in his or her 
possession or custody, except in accordance with a resolution duly passed by the 
Tribal Council. The Treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory to the 
Tribal Council and to the Bureau of Indian Affairs when, in the opinion of the said 
Council or the Bureau of Indian Affairs, there are sufficient funds in the Tribal 
Council treasury to make such bonding advisable. An audit by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs of the tribal accounts and records may be made upon the request of the 
Tribal Council or upon receipt of a valid petition by fifty (50) members of the 
General Council. 

Sec. 5 . Each tribal official shall, at the expiration of his term of office, surrender 
to his successor all records, reports, correspondence and monies pertaining to the 
tribe. 


ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS AND QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS 

Section 1 . The Tribal Council shall hold meetings at such time and place as 
appropriately noticed by the Chairman, provided, each member of the Tribal 
Council shall be notified of each meeting. In the event the Chairman is unable, or 
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refuses to call a meeting of the Tribal Council, such meeting may be called by any 
of the four (4) members of the Tribal Council. In that event, the highest ranking of 
those four (4) Council members shall chair the meeting. 

Sec. 2 . There shall be at least three (3) members of the Tribal Council present at 
all meetings, including General Council meetings, in order to conduct business as a 
quorum. 

Sec. 3 . A General Council meeting shall be held the second (2nd) Saturday of 
August of each year upon a thirty (30) day notice. In the event it is not possible to 
hold the annual meeting on that date, the meeting may be postponed; provided, 
that it is held within forty (40) days thereafter following a thirty (30) day notice. 

Sec. 4 . Regular business may be conducted at the duly called annual General 
Council meeting regardless of the number of qualified voters present. The 
provisions of Section 2 of this Article shall apply to meetings of the General 
Council. The election of officers shall not be subject to the General Council 
quorum provision. 

Sec. 3 . Any member of the tribe shall be qualifed to vote, provided the member is 
eighteen (18) years of age or older on the date a vote is to be taken. 

Sec. 6 . The Tribal Council shall determine the voting procedures to be used in 
tribal elections, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution. 


ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the 
tribe voting in an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior 
and conducted pursuant to his regulations: Provided , that at least thirty percent 
(30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; but no amendment shall 
become effective until it shall have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 
It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election on any 
proposed amendment upon receipt of a request from the Tribal Council or a 
petition signed by at least one-third (1/3) of the qualified voters of the tribe. Such 
petition shall be submitted pursuant to regulations of the Secretary of the Interior. 


ARTICLE X - ADOPTION 

This Constitution, when adopted by a majority of those voting at a special election 
called by the Secretary of the Interior under his regulations pursuant to Section 16 
of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 (48 Stat. 984), in which at least thirty 
percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior for his approval, and shall be in force from the date of 
such approval. 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the 


Deputy 


Commissioner 


on May 15 , 1980, the attached Constitution and Bylaws of the 

a 

' xapeszstK ' 

vote of 52 f or , and ^ 


Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska, was duly 


against, in an election in which at least thirty 


76 


percent (30%) of the — (P^^ber) P ersons en titled to vote cast their ballots 
in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of 3une 18, 1934, 
(48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of dune 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 



Date: 08/22/80 


•APPROVAL 



, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, by virtue of the 
authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), as amended, and delegated to me by 230 D.M. 1.1, do hereby approve the 
Constitution of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska that was duly 
adopted on August 22, 1980; provided, that nothing in this approval shall be construed as 
authorizing any action under the constitution that would be contrary to Federal Law. 



Washington, D.C. 

Date . SEP I 5 1980 




SAC AND FOX RESERVATION IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 
(Including Amendments) 

PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri, in order to promote 
a better knowledge among the members of the tribe, of the Federal Laws 
under which it is governed, of its status the retinae r , and to facilitate 
matters for the tribe, individually, and as a whole, in transacting its 
affairs on a practical basis with the government of the United States, 
do hereby establish this constitution and bylaws. 

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 


L t o ry 


The jurisdiction of the Sac and Fox Tribe shall extend to the terr 
within the confines of the Sac and Fox Reservation located in the States 
of Kansas and Nebraska as defined in the Treaty of March 6, 1861, and to 
such other lands as may be hereafter added thereto under any law of the 
United States. \ 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

Sect! ohJL . The membership of the Sac and Fox Trib 




e shall cons 

rie^of f icial 


(a) All eftmlled persons whose names appear on ti 
annuity roll oE^ttie tribe as of November 23, 19 ^ 8 ^ and who 
were living on thatMate . 

(b) Each child born since aat^tfr said roll and prior to 
the effective date of this smej&K^nt to any member of the 
tribe who was at that t ime^Tre s i of the Sac and Fox, 
Kickapoo. Potawatomi op^lowa Reservation in Kansas and Nebraska/ 
provided that any s*r£h member chooses to N &nroll such child with/ 
the tribe. 


(c) EapJi child of one -fourth or more degree of r*J.bal blood 



irr^sr^ective of said child's place of birth, if said^ chil 
is admitted to membership by the tribal council. 



(d) Each'hstrild w ho is one- fourth or more tribal bloM^orn on 
or after the e'ff^ctive date of this amendment if ^rtappilcation \ 
for membership is shibmitted for such child. 


Sec. 2 . The quantum of Sac anolsox Indian^Mood of the candidate fo 
membership shall be computed by adafp^^e^gether one-half of the Indian 
blood possessed by the father of th^c^m^iidate and one-half of the 
Indian blood possessed by the mother 



of 


January 1, 1940, census roj 


candidate as shown on the 
of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri. 


Sec 


The tribalrcouncil shall have the power co make ordinances 


subject to rev^€w by the Secretary of the Interior covering future 
membership the adoption of new members. 



(Article II amended in its entirety by Amendment V, approved May 10, 1967.) 


ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY 

Section governing body of the Sac and Fox Trj>€f shall be the 

tribal council wM<Ji shall be composed of fiy^^ei^R^rs of the tribe 
elected at a general Friday in September "n 
at a pla^^fles-rgTiated Ey&he tribal council and conducted under regula- 
tiop^S^ the tribal council 

Sec . 2 . Within 30 days after the adoption and approval of this constitu- 
tion and bylaws, the present tribal council shall call, hold, and supervise 
the election of the members to the new tribal council. 



S ec. 3 . The four candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall 
serve until their successors are elected at the second annual election 
in September 1938, and the three candidates receiving the next highest 
number of votes shall serve until their successors are elected at the 
first annual election in September 1937.- After the first election called 
by the present tribal council the counci linen elected at each annual election 
shall serve for two years. 


Sec. 4. After each election of councilmen the tribal council shall meet 
immediately and organise for business by electing from among its members 
a chairman, a vice chairman, a secretary, and a treasurer and shall appoint 
from among its own members or outside its own members such other officers, 
boards, or committees as it may deem necessary. 


(Section 1 amended by Amendment I, 


approved November 25, 1943;) 



ARTICLE IV - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL 


Section 1 . Upon a petition signed by one-third of the qualified voters 
of the tribe stating a complaint against a member of the tribal council 
and asking for his recall, the tribal council shall call a meeting of 
the tribe to vote on whether or not the councilman shall be recalled. 

The accused councilman shall be given full opportunity to appear and 
speak in his own defense before such meeting. If such councilman is 
recalled, the tribe shall proceed to elect a person to fill the unexpired 
term. 


Sec~27 The trT5aT~cn3un^ of its m^^rs^emovej 

a councilman for neglect of duty or miscondng JL in^e ^^&S^^f t e r giving > 
such councilman— due^rortce "of ’^tr^crra'rge^M^^ an opportunity to be heard.) 



Sec . 3 . Vacancies in the tribal council caused by removal, death or 
resignation shall be filled by the tribal council by appointment of a 
qualified member of the tribe to serve as councilman until the next 
annual election. 


(Sec. 2 amended by Amendment II, approved November 25, 1943.) 

ARTICLE V - POWERS OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

S ection 1 , Enumerated Powers . The tribal council of the Sac and Fox 
Tribe shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations 
imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local governments; 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of 
fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of tribal 
lands, interests in lands, tribal funds, or other tribal assets; 

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all 
appropriation estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of the 
Sac and Fox Tribe prior to the submission of such estimates to the 
Bureau of the Budget and to Congress; 

(e) To make and enforce ordinances, which shall be subject to 
review by the Secretary of the Interior, providing for the manner 
of making , holding, and revoking assignments of tribal land or 
interests therein and to make leases of tribal land in accordance 
with law; 
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(f) To provide for the levying of taxes and the appropriation 
of available tribal funds for public purposes of the Sac and Fox 
Tribe; 

(g) To regulate the procedure of the council itself, other tribal 
agencies, tribal meetings and elections, 

(h) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes 
and to delegate to such organizations, or to any subordinate 
boards, committees, or officials of the tribe, any of the fore- 
going powers, reserving the right to review any action taken by 
virtue of such delegated power. 

Sec. 2 . Futu re Powers . The tribal council may exercise such further 
powers as may in the future be delegated to the council by any member 
of the tribe or by the Secretary of the Interior or any other duly 
authorized official or agency of the State or Federal Government. 

Sec. 3 . Reserved Powe rs . Any rights and powers heretofore vested in 
the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri but not expressly referred to in this 
constitution shall not be abridged by this article, but may be exercised 
by the people of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri through the adoption 
of appropriate bylaws and constitutional amendments . 

S e c . 4 . Manner of Review . Any resolution or ordinance which by the 
terms of this constitution, is subject to review by the Secretary of 
the Interior, shall be presented to the Superintendent of the reserva- 
tion who shall, within ten days thereafter, approve or disapprove the 
same . 

If the Superintendent shall approve any ordinance or resolution it shall 
thereupon become effective, but the Superintendent shall transmit a copy 
of the same, bearing his endorsement, to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who may, within 90 days from the date of enactment, annul the said ordi- 
nance or resolution for any cause, by notifying the tribal council of 
such decision. 

If the Superintendent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or resolution 
submitted to him, within ten days after its enactment, he shall advise 
the tribal council of his reasons therefor. If these reasons appear to 
the tribal council insufficient. It may, by a majority vote, refer the 
ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the Interior, who may, within 
90 days from the date of its enactment, approve the same in writing, where 
upon the said ordinance or resolution shall become effective. 
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ARTICLE VI - . AMENDMENTS 


This constitution and bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the 
qualified voters of the tribe voting at an election called for that pur- 
pose by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, that at least 30 per 
cent of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; but no 
amendment shall become effective until it shall have been approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior, 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an elec- 
tion on any proposed amendment upon receipt of a request from the tribal 
council or a petition signed by one-third of the qualified voters of 
the tribe. 


BYLAWS 
of the 

SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF MISSOURI 
of the 

SAC AND FOX RESERVATION 
IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 


ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Secti on 1. Chairman of the Tribal. Council , The. chairman shall preside 
over all meetings of the tribal council and general meetings of the tribe, 
shall perform the usual duties of a chairman, and exercise any authority 
delegated to him by the council. 

Sec, 2 . Vic e Chairman of the Tribal Counci l. The vice chairman shall 
assist the chairman when called upon to do so and in the absence of the 
chairman he shall preside. When so presiding, he shall have all the 
rights, privileges and duties as well as the responsibilities of the 
chairman. 

Sec. 3 . Secretary of the Tribal Coun cil. The secretary shall conduct 
all tribal correspondence and shall keep an accurate record of all matters 
transacted at council meetings . It shall be his duty to submit promptly 
to the Superintendent of the jurisdiction, and the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, copies of all minutes of regular and special meetings of the 
tribal council. 

Sec . 4. Tr easurer of th e T ribal Coun cil. The treasurer shall accept, 
receive , receipt for, preserve and safeguard all funds in the custody 
of the council. He shall deposit all funds in such depositary as the 
tribal council shall direct and shall make and preserve a faithful record 
of such funds and shall report on all receipts and expenditures and the 
amount and nature of all funds in his possession and custody, at such 
times as requested by the tribal council. 
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Ha shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any funds in his possession 
or custody, except in accordance with a resolution duly passed by the 
council. The treasurer shall be required to give a bond satisfactory 
to the tribal council and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs when in 
the opinion of the said council or Commissioner there are sufficient 
funds in the tribal council treasury to make such bonding advisable 8 


ARTICLE II - MEETINGS AND QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS 

Section 1 . The tribal council shall hold regular meetings on the last 
Friday of each month at such hour and place as may be designated by 
the chairman. Special meetings of the tribal council or of the tribe 
may be called by the chairman. 

counci 
s ines s 

Sec. 3. A general tribal meeting shall be held once each year at the 
time of the election of coun oilmen and at this meeting the tribal 
council shall make a report of its work during the preceding 12 months 
and shall take up any other matters of general tribal interest. 



rfs regular ancT~s pecial meetings in 


e-J:ri.barl^ 
to do bu 




Sec . 4 * One -third of the qualified voters of the tribe shall make up 
a quorum at any special or regular tribal meeting. 


Sec , 5 


In or : R'ex r_ ~frrr — e Sac and Fox^J be a qualifie^/j 
voter, he must be 21 years o o^or aib d^SrTenr oiled member of the 

tribe, regardJLa^-s-^f hi’B'TJTace^of residence. 


(SedT 2 amended by Amendment III, approved November 25, 1943, and Sec, 5 
amended by Amendment IV, approved October 19, 1959.) 


ARTICLE III - RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 


This constitution and these bylaws, when adopted by a majority vote of 
the voters of the Sac and Fox Tribe voting at a special election called 
by the Secretary of the Interior, in which at least 30 per cent of those 
entitled to vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Interior for his approval, and shall be in force from the date of such 
approval . 


Original document approved by Secretary 


of the Interior on March 2, 


1937 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF TH5 SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF M1S30UES OF THE SAC 
AND FOX S08EEYATION IN KANSAS AND .NEBRASKA 

Amwr>;r I. 

Article illy Section 1 of the Constitution shall bp amended to read 

ms folio’WB ; 

“Sm 1. The ^overriing h<vly of the Sac and Fox Tribe shall be the 
Tribal Council vdaeh sbsal fo composed of nve. members ot the tribe 
elects at a oircral tribal xn&tikig on the th DA Friday In September at 
a plt-co dfii by the T rfoal Council and conducted under regula- 

tions of fch-3 




*i UOUUdi/ 


n 


II. 

Article XV, &®ctien 9 of Ctanstitatson sksil fee to 


as follows ; 


‘Sm 2> The Tribal Council may by a vote of three ol its s&eml 


to bo tesrdT 
A 111. 

Article IX, Section 2 of the By-laws shall be amen&d to read m 

follows : 

Ty<ta 2. Tlv-rs shall be st ih?*m members of the Tribid CmiscsI 
pre&mt ti its r:- tubr arui snecd*! in order to do business.* 

Pursmuit to an order, approved June £3, IV4$, by the A^igtaat 
Secretary of ih<3 Interior, AiautiMimeu&i I, 12, and III to the 
< utica end I!y-fom of the Sac Fox Trifca of r.fiasoim at. the H&c 
and Foe F^rvaNon in and Ndsrt.&a were subtnito&d iX>r 

r&K£ nation to the qu&lidfcU voter* of tba r^rv&tion, and were oa 
A%££3t 1 0 t U-Vy duly adopted by a voce &s follows; 

Ammdsnent I, 7 for and none against; 

Asae&&3££i iX, 7 for rod acne against ; 

A?iH»sn^x;oni i£l, 7 for *ad nom egai ast; 

in an elscfckm m which more than SO par emt of those iiXXt && vat* 
east th&ir folios* in accord with S Eeetiosa 18 of the IsidV. vAfsargaa- 

smlicca A 

June II, ; 


Oi v* Ui.' tJj JLS 
1 :< 


•5 i 

J l*' 


yi 4***3. 


I (#i St&t. ©84), m amended by *ae Act d 


a r%c~u t/mm 

v'OVm C 

£ ktsne&wy, 2h%l>al <7 ckk 



£j 




AX trsriid&xd&d* m ifw, ... 


1 i' -*f yi 


r 


•" 
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AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
of the 

SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF MISSOURI 

of the 

SAC 8* FOX RESERVATION IN KANSAS & NEBRASKA 
Amendment IV 


"Section 5. In order for a member of the Sac 
and Fox Tribe to be a qualified voter, he must be 
21 years of age or over and an enrolled member 
of the tribe, regardless of his place of residence. !l 

APPROVAL 

I, Roger Ernst, Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

of the Unites States of America, by virtue of the 

authority granted me by the Act of June 18, 1934 

(48 Stat. 984}, as amended, do hereby approved 

the attached Amendment IV, amending Section 5 of 

Article II of the Bylaws of the Sac & Fox Tribe of 

Missouri of the Sac & Fox Reservation in Kansas 

and Nebraska. 

Approval recommended: 

/s/ R. Rex Lee 

Acting Commissioner, BIA 

/s/ Roger Ernst 

Date: Oct, 19, 1959Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. (SEAL) 
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AlS2!DISnr 

C01ESTIXUTI03 AND BYLAWS 


of the 


SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF MISSOURI 
of the 

SAC AND FOX EESBFvVATICM IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 


AMBKIMEKT V 


Article IX of the constitution, Keubarship, shall fee amended in 
entirely to read as follows ; 

Section 1. The membership of tha See and Fox Tribe 
consist of: 


(a) All enrolled persons whose miK^a appear on the official 
annuity roll of the tribe a a of November 23 , 1935* and who 
were living on that data. 


(b) Each child born Gxnco the dote of said roll and prior 
to the effective date of this amendment to any member of 
tha tribe who was at that tir.<o a resident of tha Sac and 
Fcx b Kickapoo 


» ~„.A * - 


Po t iUTa t on-. 1 or 

t - .v- -vA, 


’.Ov?a Reservation in Rmnsaa 
.j ^ .. - •_ ,.^y cne?? n^ri'joT 

enroll such child with the tribe. • 


^c> Each child ',£ one- fourth or more degree e~ erxoa * Mi. VK, U * 
irrespective of .aid child * g piece of birth, if 5aid child 
is admitted to timber ship bjr.fcho Tribal Council. 


(d) Each child who is of one-fourth or taora tribal blood 
born on or after tho effective data of this amendmant if an 
application for membership is submitted for such child. 


Sec. 2, The quantum of Sac and Fox Indian, blood of tha candidate 
for membership shall be computed by adding together one "half of 
the Indian blood possessed by the father of the candidate and 
one -half of the Indian blood possessed by the mother of the 
candidate as shown on tho January 1, 1940, census roll of 
Sac and Fox Triho of Missouri. 


Sec. 3 . The Tribal Council shall have the power to rvikc ordinances 
subject to review by tho Secretary of tha Interior covering future 
membership and the adoption of new members • 


i 

i 


. «- 



CERTIFICATE 07 RESULTS OF ELECTION 

i r 

Pursuant to an election authorised by the Coradsa loner of Indian Affairs ■ 
on October 13, 1966, under delegated authority, tha attached A&s&nd&cnt V 
to tha Constitution and By lavs of tha Sac and Fox Tribe* of Missouri of 
the Sac and Fox Reservation in Kansas and Nebraska w&9 submitted to 
the qualified voters of the tribe and uos on April 6, 1967, duly adopted 
by & vote of 36 for, and 13 against, in an election in which at least 
30 percent of the 93 members entitled to vote cast their ballots in 
accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June IS, 
1934 (48 Stat* 934), as anxmdad by tha Act of , Juaa 15 , 1935 (49 Stat* 378) 

(e ;:i«) B ufo rd Korris on 

J ?yi c it v ij, 

'•>/-< i ** _ v «- w 

(s^d.) Karlen W, Robidovx 

»■ m » ■ >W4 >* —-+* c» . > i> '!»<■ II mifc, -.anti J.I ^■ip^mifi i ij . .i >_ 

Election board Kottber 


( s ?.d . ) Eor o thy C i 1 f 11 1 an 
Election Board iLember 


j Harry R. Anderson 


APPROVAL 


Assistant 


Secretary of t ha 


Interior of the United States of America, by virtue of tha authority 
granted to t&o by the Act of June IS, 1034 (48 Stat. 984), ea cccuded, 
do hereby approve tha attached Amendment V to tho Constitution and 
Bylaws of the Sac and Fok Triba of Missouri of tho Sac and Fox 
Resorvatioa in Kansas end Nebraska. 


Approval recotanended t 


Ccaimisaioaar of Indian Affairs 


Harry !? 4 r »dcrso r 

Assistant Secretary of tha Interior 

(SEAL) 


Washington, D. C. 
Bates MAY 10 iSv 7 
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AMENDMENT 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF MISSOURI 


AMENDMENT A (Now known as AMENDMENT I) 

Article II - Membership, Section 1(b) to read as foil 

"All persons of at least one-eighth (1/8) 
degree Indian blood born since Noventoer 23, 
1935, to any member of the Sac and Fox Tribe 
of Missouri whose name appears on the base 
roll or any other approved membership and 
who are approved by the Tribal Council." 



CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to a Secretarial election authorized by the Area Director, 

/ 

/ 

Anadarko Area Office, on the attached Amendment A 

to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri 

was submitted to the qualified voters of the tribe and on lly ^ 15 ^ 82 , 

» 

against, in an 

election in which at least thirty percent (30%) of the 96 


was 


duly by a vote of 44 for and — ^ 


persons 


/ 


entitled to vote^ cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the 
Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by 
the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 


CL.U. 



lO 



Acting Chairman, Election Board 
Election Board Member' 


Electidn Bos(rd Member 


CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE 
SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF MISSOURI OF THE 
SAC AND FOX RESERVATION IN 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 

+ 

RATIFIED JUNE 19, 1937 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE 
SAC AND FOX TRIBE OF MISSOURI OF THE 
SAC AND FOX RESERVATION IN 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 


RATIFIED JUNE 19, 1937 






UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE' 
WASHINGTON : 1937 



CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE SAC AND FOX TRIBE 
OF MISSOURI OF THE SAC AND FOX RESERVATION 
IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 


A FEDERAL CORPORATION CHARTERED UNDER THE ACT OF 

JUNE 18, 1934 


Whereas, the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri of the Sac and Fox 
Reservation in Kansas and Nebraska is a recognized Indian tribe 
organized under a Constitution and By-laws ratified by the Tribe on 
January 23, 1937, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on 
March 2, 1937, pursuant to section 16 of the act of June 18, 1934, 
(48 Stat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378) ; 
and 

Whereas, more than one-third of the adult members of the Tribe 
have petitioned that a charter of incorporation be granted to such 
Tribe, subject to ratification by a vote of the adult Indians living 
on the reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, by 
virtue of the authority conferred upon me by the said Act of June 18, 
1934, (48 Stat. 984), do hereby issue and submit this Charter of 
incorporation to the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri of the Sac and 
Fox Reservation to be effective from and after such time as it may 
be ratified by a majority vote in an election in which at least 30 
per cent of the adult Indians living on the reservation shall vote. 


Corporate 

Existence 

and 

Purposes . 


Perpetual 

Succession. 

Member- 

ship. 


Manage- 
ment . 


1. In order to further the economic development of 
the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri of the Sac and 
Fox Reservation in Kansas and Nebraska by con- 
ferring upon the said Tribe certain corporate rights, 
powers, privileges and immunities; to secure for the 
members of the Tribe an assured economic inde- 
pendence ; and to provide for the proper exercise by 
the Tribe of various functions heretofore per- 
formed by the Department of the Interior, the 
aforesaid Tribe is hereby chartered as a body politic 
and corporate of the United States of America, 
under the corporate name “The Sac and Fox Tribe 
of Missouri.” 

2. The Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri shall, as a Fed- 
eral Corporation, have perpetual succession. 

3. The Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri shall be a 
membership corporation. Its members shall con- 
sist of all persons now or hereafter members of the 
Tribe, as provided by its duly ratified and approved 
Constitution and By-laws. 

4. The Tribal Council of the Sac and Fox Tribe of 
Missouri established in accordance with the said 
Constitution and By-laws of the Tribe, shall exer- 
cise all the corporate powers hereinafter enumerated. 

U) 
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Corporate 5. The Tribe, subject to any restrictions contained in J 
Powers . the Constitution and laws of the United States, or 

in the Constitution and By-laws of the said Tribe, 
shall have the following corporate powers, in addi- 
tion to all powers already conferred or guaranteed 
by the tribal Constitution and By-laws: 

(a) To adopt, use, and alter at its pleasure a 
corporate seal. 

(h) To purchase, take by gift, bequest, or other- 
wise, own, hold, manage, operate, and dis- 
pose of property of every description, real 
and personal, subject to the following limita- 
tions : 

(1) No sale or mortgage may be made by 
the Tribe of any land, or interests in 
land, including water power sites, 
water rights, oil, gas and other min- 
eral rights, now or hereafter held bv 
the Tribe within the boundaries of 
the Sac and Fox Reservation. 

(2) No mortgage may be made by the 
Tribe of any standing timber on any 
land now or hereafter held by the 
Tribe within the boundaries of the Sac 
and Fox Reservation. 

(3) No leases, permits (which terms shall 
not include land assignments to mem- 
bers of the Tribe) or timber sale con- 
tracts covering any land or interests 
in land now or hereafter held by the 
Tribe within the boundaries of the Sac 
and Fox Reservation shall be made by 
the Tribe for a longer term than ten 
years, and all such permits or con- 
tracts, and all leases, except leases to 
members, must be approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior or by his 
duly authorized representative ; but oil 
and gas leases, water power leases, or 
any leases requiring substantial im- 
provements of the land may be made 
for longer periods when authorized 
by law. 

(4) No action shall be taken by or in be- 
half of the Tribe which in any way 
operates to destroy or injure the tribal 
grazing lands, timber, or other natural 
resources of the Sac and Fox Reserva- 
tion. All leases, permits, and timber 
sale contracts relating to the use of 
tribal grazing or timber lands shall 
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conform to regulations of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior authorized by sec- 
tion 6 of the Act of June 18, 1931, 
with respect to range carrying capac- 
ity, sustained yield forestry manage- 
ment, and other matters therein speci- 
fied. Conformity to such regulations 
shall be made a condition of any such 
lease, permit, or timber sale contract, 
whether or not such agreement re- 
quires the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, and violation of such 
condition shall render tlie agreement 
revocable, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

{c) To issue interests in corporate property in 
exchange for restricted Indian lands, the 
forms for such interests to be approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

{d) To borrow money from the Indian Credit . 
Fund in accordance with the terms of Sec- 
tion 10 of the Act of June IS, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984), or from any other Governmental 
agency, or from any member or association 
of members of the Tribe, and to use such 
funds directly for productive tribal enter- 
prises, or to loan money thus borrowed to 
individual members or associations of mem- 
bers of the Tribe: Provided , That the 
amount of indebtedness to which the Tribe 
may subject itself, other than indebtedness to 
the Indian Credit Fund, shall not exceed 
$2,500 except with the express approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

(e) To engage in any business that will further 
the economic well-being of the members of 
the Tribe or to undertake any activity of any 
nature whatever, not inconsistent with law 
or with any provisions of this Charter. 

(/) To make and perform contracts and agree- 
ments of every description, not inconsistent 
with law or with any provisions of this 
Charter, with any person, association, or 
corporation, with any municipality or any 
county, or with the United States or the 
States of Kansas and Nebraska, including 
agreements with the States of Kansas and 
Nebraska for the rendition of public services: 
Provided . That any contract involving pay- 
ment of money by the corporation in excess 
of $1,000 in any one year shall be subject to 
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior 
or his duly authorized representative. 
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Termina- 
tion of Su- 
pervisory 
Powers . 


(g) To pledge or assign chattels or future tribal 
income due or to become due to the Tribe: 
Provided , That such assignments of tribal 
income other than an assignment to the 
United States, shall not extend more than 
ten year's from the date of execution and 
shall not cover more than one-half the net 
tribal income from any one source: And 
provided f urther , That any such pledge or 
assignment shall be subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior or his duly 
authorized representative. 

(A) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever 
source derived, in any national or state bank 
to the extent that such funds are insured by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
or secured by a surety bond, or other security, 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior; 
or to deposit such funds in the Postal Sav- 
ings Bank or with a bonded disbursing offi- 
cer of the United States to the credit of the 
corporation. 

(i) To sue and to be sued in courts of competent 
jurisdiction within the United States; but 
the grant or exercise of such power to sue and 
to be sued shall not be deemed a consent by 
the said Tribe or by the United States to the 
levy of any judgment, lien, or attachment 
upon the property of the Tribe other than 
income or chattels specially pledged or as- 
signed. 

(j) To exercise such further incidental powers, ft* 
not inconsistent with law, as may be neces- 
sary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6. Upon the request of the Tribal Council for the 
termination of any supervisory power reserved to 
the Secretary of the Interior under Sections 5 (6) 
(3), 5 (e), 5 ( d ), 5 (/), 5 (g) , 5 (A), and section 8 of 
this Charter, the Secretary of the Interior, if he 
shall approve such request, shall thereupon submit 
the question of such termination to the tribe for 
referendum. The termination shall be effective 
upon ratification by a majority vote at an election 
in which at least 30 per cent of the adult members 
of the Tribe residing on the reservation shall vote. 

If at any time after ten years from the effective date 
of this Charter, such request shall be made and the 
Secretary shall disapprove it or fail to approve or 
disapprove it within 90 days after its receipt, the 
question of the termination of any such power may 
then be submitted by the Secretary of the Interior 
or by the Tribal Council to popular referendum of 
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the adult members of the Tribe actually living 
within the reservation and if the termination is 
approved by two-thirds of the eligible voters, it shall 
be effective. 

7. No property rights of the Sac and Fox Tribe of 
Missouri, as heretofore constituted, shall be in any 
way impaired by anything contained in this Charter, 
and the tribal ownership of unallotted lands, wheth- 
er or not assigned to the use of any particular indi- 
viduals, is hereby expressly recognized. The indi- 
vidually owned property of members of the Tribe 
shall not be subject to any corporate debts or 
liabilities, without such owners' consent. Any ex- 

. isting lawful debts of the Tribe shall continue in 
force, except as such debts may be satisfied or can- 
celled pursuant to law. 

8. The Tribe may issue to each of its members a non- 
transferable certificate of membership evidencing 
the equal share of each member in the assets of the 
Tribe and may distribute per capita, among the 
recognized members of the Tribe, all profits of cor- 
porate enterprises or income over and above sums 
necessary to defray corporate obligations and over 
and above all sums which mav be devoted to the 
establishment of a reserve fund, the construction of 
public works, the costs of public enterprises, the 
expenses of tribal government, the needs of charity, 
or other corporate purpose. No such distribution 
of profits or income in any one year amounting to a 
distribution of more than one-half of the accrued 
surplus shall be made without the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior. No distribution of the 
financial assets of the Tribe shall be made except as 
provided herein or as authorized by Congress. 

9. The officers of the Tribe shall maintain accurate and 
complete public accounts of the financial affairs of 
the Tribe, which shall clearly show all credits, debts, 
pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an an- 
nual balance sheet and report of the financial affairs 
of the Tribe to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
The Treasurer of the Tribe shall be the custodian of 
all moneys which come under the jurisdiction or 
control of the Tribal Council. 

10. This Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered 
except by Act of Congress, but amendments may be 
proposed by resolutions of the Council which, if 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be 
effective -when ratified by a majority vote of the 
adult members living on the reservation at a popular 
referendum in which at least 30 per cent of the 
eligible voters vote. 
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Ratified- 11. This Charter shall be effective from and after the 
tion. date of its ratification by a majority vote, of the 

adult members of the Sac and Fox Tribe of Mis- 
souri living on the Sac and Fox Reservation, pro- 
vided at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters shall 
vote, such ratification to be formally certified by the 
Superintendent of the Potawatomi Indian Agency 
and the Chairman of the Tribal Council. 

Submitted by the Secretary of the Interior for ratification by the 
Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri of the Sac and Fox Reservation in 
a popular referendum to be held on June 19, 1937. 

Harold L. Ickes, 

Secret a^ry of the Interior . 
[seal] 

Washington, D. C., May 1937. 

CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), 
this Charter, issued on May 25, 1937, by the Secretary of the Interior 
to the Sac and Fox Tribe of Missouri of the Sac and Fox Reservation 
in Nebraska and Kansas, was duly submitted for ratification to the 
adult Indians living on the reservation and was on June 19, 1937, 
duly ratified by a vote of nine for and none against, in an election in 
which over 30 per cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots. 

Charles W. Robidoux, 
Chairman of the Tribal Council . 

H. E. Bruce, 

Superintendennt of the Potawatomi Indian Agency , 
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